
• Recording – Drawing, 
photography, collage

• How to work with different 
materials 

• The work of other artists 
and designers

• Developing ideas – How to 
use research and 
experimentation to produce 
final ideas and pieces.
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PENCIL
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SCULPTURE

WHAT DO WE STUDY IN ART 
AT GCSE?



HOW IS ART, CRAFT AND DESIGN 
ASSESSED AT GCSE? 

Assessment Objectives (AO’s) are set by AQA. They 
are the same for Art, Graphics and Photography.

AO1 – Investigate the work of other Artists, Designers and 
Craftspeople and develop ideas from this (25%)

AO2 – Explore ideas and materials (25%)

AO3 – Record ideas, observations and insights (25%)

AO4 – Present a personal and meaningful response that 
realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of 
visual language (25%)

Coursework: 60% of your overall grade
Exam: 40% of your overall grade



WHAT TRANSFERABLE SKILLS CAN ART 
AND DESIGN OFFER?
Key transferable skills:

• Design development

• Photographic skills

• Presentation – Visual and verbal

• Timekeeping

• Problem solving

• Analytical skills

• Creativity

• Research skills

• Working to a deadline

• Planning and critical thinking



WHAT CAREERS CAN STUDENTS DO 
AFTER STUDYING ART AND DESIGN? 

Typical career paths - ART:

• Designer – Fashion, 3D, 
Product, Graphics, Games

• Artist 

• Theatre – Set Design, Make-
up, Special effects

• Architecture

• Interior Design

• Advertising and Marketing

• For further information contact 
vcoleman@wren.excalibur.org.uk 

mailto:vcoleman@wren.excalibur.org.uk
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