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INTRODUCTION TO GCSE BUSINESS
STUDIES

« At GCSE we study the Edexcel 9-1Business studies course. The course is well
resourced and suits our students who find it interesting and engaging.

* The course gives students an effective experience of what business is and
develops their entreprenevrial skills.

* |t also covers the fundamental skills and knowledge to prepare those wishing to
take Business Studies at ‘A’ Level course (also Edexcel).
* To support students, each will receive:
* A knowledge book which we use in class regularly

* A comprehensive revision guide - which you can use at home and keep with
you, this also comes with a free downloadable version.
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WHAT STUDENTS CAN EXPECT FROM A

YPICAL LESSON
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* Understand the role of business enterprise and the.
purpose of business acty.
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Homework 1: Business Enterprise
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Which one of the fallowing is an example of a product?
Salect one answer m
a A Mobile bicycle mechanic

O B  Ondemand TV channel

o ¢ Designer handbag

O D Holairballoon ride

Which twa of the following are examples of mathods of adding valus?
Salect two answers [E)
Selling at a higher price than competitors

Offering a more convenient service

Buying raw materials from a chaapar supplier

Having a unique selling point

Moving the business o a cheaper location

ooooao
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Explain one benefit1o a business of having a srong brand image Bl

4

Other than through branding, discuss a method a business can use to add
value to its product or service 5]

[Total 12 marks]
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Task 1 Introdustion to business activity

* What impact will Amazon Go have whndo
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Task 2 Adding value

Task 3 Investigating local business
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BUSINESS STUDIES

WE WILL DISC

JSS CURRENT ISSUES

IS CONTEMPORARY -

McDonald's sales dented by Israel-
Gaza boycotts

| - et

McDonald's has missed a key sales target, partly due to customers boycotting the firm for
its perceived support of Israel.

The fast-food chain reported its first quarterly sales miss in nearly four years due to weak
growth in its international business division. Its boss previously acknowledged the impact of
the conflict, blaming "misinformation". Shares in McDonald's fell about 4% after the

announcement.

McDonalds is one of several Western corporations including Starbucks and Coca Cola that
The firm said that the Israel-Gaza conflict had "meaningfully impacted" performance in some
overseas markets in the fourth quarter of 2023. In the branch which includes sales in the
Middle East, China and India, sales growth stood at 0.7% in the fourth quarter of 2023 - far
below market expectations.

Its business in Malaysia, Indonesia and France have been affected, with the biggest impact
felt in the Middle East, chief executive Chris Kempczinski said on Monday.

"So long as this war is going on... we're not expecting to see any significant improvement [in
these markets]," the McDonald's boss added.

For example...
The Boycott of
McDonalds and
other big
businesses
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McDonald's relies on a franchise system in which thousands of independent businesses own
and operate most of its more than 40,000 stores around the world. About 5% of its outlets
are located in the Middle East.

The fast food retailer drew criticism after its Israel-based franchise said it had given away
thousands of free meals to members of the Israeli military, sparking calls to boycott the brand
by those angered by Israel's military response in Gaza. It prompted franchise owners in

distancing themselves from the firm.




WHAT WILL MY CHILD STUDY? HOW |
THE QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

Theme 2: Building a business (Paper code: 1BS0/02)

Theme 1: Investigating small business (*Paper code: 1BS0/01)

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes

50% of the qualification 50% of the qualification

90 marks 90 marks

Content overview Content overview

« Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship ¢ Topic 2.1 Growing the business

« Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity » Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions

« Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice » Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions

e Topic 1.4 Making the business effective » Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions

« Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business + Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions

Assessment overview Assessment overview

The paper is divided into three sections: The paper is divided into three sections:

Section A: 35 marks

Section A: 35 marks

Section B: 30 marks Section B: 30 marks

Section C: 25 marks. Section C: 25 marks.
The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing
questions. questions.

Questions in Sections B and C will be based on business contexts given in the paper. Questions in Sections B and C will be based on business contexts given in the paper.

Calculators may be used in the examination. Information on the use of calculators during the Calculators may be used in the examination. Information on the use of calculators during the
examinations for this qualification can be found in Appendix 4: Calculators. examinations for this qualification can be found in Appendix 4: Calculators.
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SKILLS USED IN THIS SUBJECT:
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* The subject involves numeracy and
literacy as students will analyse datq,
interpret it and produce a written
response.

* The subject also requires students to

demonstrate creative thinking, B st o SucregEics
leadership, presentation skills, S&Emplo
organisational skills, and the ability to “"““’m"k“;g;!lesfg nf':'ep“'r?::‘:'
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WHY BUSINESS STUDIES?

* Provides an excellent foundation for individuals, they learn about
personal finance, taxation, the government and social
responsibility.

* A flexible qualification - gives students a broad understanding of
the world of work and opportunities available.

* Brings out the ‘entrepreneur’ in our young people - often inspired
as aresult.

* Develops skills to support most employment areas, industry,
profession or vocation as it provides a sharper understanding of
how the world, they live in impacts them and vice versa.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Mr Saddig-
ssaddig@wren.excalibur.org.uk

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE


mailto:ssaddiq@wren.Excalibur.org.uk

	Slide 1: Business Studies   Edexcel
	Slide 2: INTRODUCTION TO GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES 
	Slide 3: WHAT STUDENTS CAN EXPECT FROM A TYPICAL LESSON
	Slide 4: BUSINESS STUDIES IS CONTEMPORARY - WE WILL DISCUSS CURRENT ISSUES
	Slide 5: WHAT WILL MY CHILD STUDY? HOW IS THE QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?
	Slide 6: SKILLS USED IN THIS SUBJECT:
	Slide 7: WHY BUSINESS STUDIES?
	Slide 8: FURTHER INFORMATION

