WHY DO WE STUDY MATHS AT GCSE?

GCSE Mathematics involves the study of mathematical methods, with
some practical applications.

It aims to develop students' skills in problem-solving and analytical
thinking.

It also aims to provide all students with a firm mathematical foundation
that they will need for life, work and further study.

Maths is a core subject at GCSE and is compulsory for all
students.
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Three Exam Papersin Year 11.

Paper 1is non-calculator. Paper 2 and Paper 3 are
calculator allowed/expected.
Papers are Tiered: Higher and Foundation.

Each paper is worth 80 marks.
Each paper lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes.

Each paper assesses content from across the full two

yedr course.

THE WREN

AQATY

:m m:-;-"-'“ - “""]j lllllllll LITT1
S —
MATH EMATICS F

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn -Caleulator

§
i &

E R ¢

il cakeulabiorn, s ow chearky Biow oL work o year smevar

W

.....




@HOW DOES THE SETTING/TIERING WORK?

TIERING FOR EXAM ENTRY

GROUPING IN KS4

Students on the foundation tier can
achieve Grades 1-5.

Students on the higher tier can achieve
Grades 4 - 9.

The Maths Department will decide the
appropriate tier for your child.

Tiering decisions are made using internal
assessment data throughout KS4. End of
Year Assessments and Mock Exams are
strongly considered.

Tiering decisions are not final until post-
mocks in Year 11 but most students will

remain on one tier of entry throughout
their GCSE study.

* Initial Year 10 grouping is informed by the
assessment data from Year 9.

» Students are grouped into three bandings:

Foundation (content focussed up to a
Grade 5)

Intermediate (content focussed
between Grade 4 - Grade 6)

Higher (content focussed between
Grade 7 - Grade 9)

* Students can move between bands if their
assessment data and class information
supports this. This decision is made within
the Maths Department and Leadership
conversations.
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COMMON MISCONCEPTION

"It is easierto achieve a 'pass’ on higher tier than foundation”

 Thisis incorrect.

* There are less marks required to achieve a grade 4/5 on a higher
paper but the content is more challenging.

* |t is in the best interest for all that students are entered for the most
appropriate tier for them. We make these decisions very carefully an
with robust methods and leadership conversations.




WHY IS GCSE MATHS SO IMPORTANT?

* Many college courses, apprenticeships and jobs require GCSE in maths.

* Many interesting careers require a depth of maths knowledge including:
Architecture
Engineering
Dentistry
Medicine
Psychology

Programming

* Your child will need to resit their maths GCSE within their post-16
education if they do not achieve at least a Grade 4 at the end of Y,



FURTHER INFORMATION

 For further information:
 GBover@wren.excalibur.org.uk



mailto:VColeman@wren.excalibur.org.uk

	Slide 1: WHY DO WE STUDY MATHS AT GCSE?
	Slide 2: HOW IS MATHS ASSESSED AT GCSE?
	Slide 3: How does the setting/tiering work? 
	Slide 4: COMMON MISCONCEPTION
	Slide 5: WHY IS GCSE MATHS SO IMPORTANT?
	Slide 6: FURTHER INFORMATION

